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From General Butler to General Grant
Aug. IQOt, 1864, 10.15 A M.
I UNDERSTAND the movement to be toward Petersburg. "Will send and ascertain and send word to you.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l.
From General Butler
Aug. 19&, 1804, 10 A.M.
Lt. Col. COMSTOCK, CITY POINT
BRIDGE will be ready at 8 o'clock P.M. There are two approaches on the north side of the river, one very steep directly up the hill, the other around the base of the bluff. The last fit for artillery & wagons, the first entirely practicable for infantry. I would suggest that Gen. Hancock send a staff officer to direct the wagons and artillery by the latter road, as if the former gets choked, it will entirely block the column by that
route<                                         B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, Avg 19, 1864
HAVE you positive evidence of the presence of Pickett's division anywhere on our front? I ask because Gen. Halleck telegraphs that evidence which has heretofore proved reliable reports the whole of Longstreet's corps moving from Culpepper into the valley. I know Field's div. is not here.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen.
From General Butler
Bd. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., in the Field, Aug. 19, '64, 8.SO P.M.
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Comd*g.t &c.
I HAVE no positive evidence of Pickett's Division lately. That a portion of it withdrew on Monday & Tuesday I have no doubt, because some dismounted cavalry was among a portion of the picket line in our front. But yesterday afternoon troops came back into the Rebel lines who had been there before, & because one of the Captains in talking with an officer of the picket line stated to me a circumstance which happened to his company two weeks ago. I believe that but a brigade or two of Pickett's Division is before us. I am surprised at your information that Field's Division is not here. Most of the prisoners captured by the 10th Corps were from brigades of